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work on diagnosis. This appears somewhat strange, for the clinical 
examinations in connection with the diseases of the heart and lungs are 
fully explained, and in the section on kidney diseases five tests for 
albumen in the urine are described. The article on appendicitis has 
been rewritten and at considerable length. According to Dr. Osier, 
recovery is the rule. Surgeons claim- that this getting well does not 
mean much, the patients having recurrences and being constantly 
liable to the graver accidents of the disease. This he considers an 
unduly dark picture, as he knows of a number of cases where, after 
one or two attacks, the patients remained in perfect health. At the 
same time, he says, there is no medicinal treatment of appendicitis, and 
that no remedies will control the disease. The use of salines he con¬ 
demns as a most injurious practice. When by the third day the features 
of the case point to a progressive lesion, with or without tumor, he con¬ 
siders that operation is indicated. A new section has been added on 
diseases of the mesentery. The subject of diseases of the nervous system 
is preceded by an admirably written introduction on the anatomy and 
physiology. These diseases are then very fully described for a work of 
this kind. There are eleven very helpful colored diagrams, and most' 
of the important points, which have arisen in this connection during the 
past three years, are incorporated. 

There is also a lengthy article on animal parasites. The author here 
expresses his indebtedness to Dr. Stiles, the leading authority on para¬ 
sites in this country, for valuable advise relating to this subject. The 
most attractive feature of Dr. Osier’s book is the symptomatology, for 
his pictures of disease are almost without any exception very clear and 
true. The numerous temperature and blood charts scattered through 
the work must certainly prove interesting and helpful to the student. 
Nearly all the known diseases are described, and the latest researches 
on the subject given. There is comparatively little space devoted to 
treatment, except in connection with a few diseases. The author evi¬ 
dently is no enthusiast on drugs, and one often misses the mention of 
some of the newer and valuable remedies. He appears sometimes to 
have more faith in the older methods of treatment than in the new 
ones. As examples of this maybe mentioned, that after enumerating 
some of the local applications for erysipelas, he says : “ Perhaps as good 
an application as any is cold water, which was highly recommended by 
Hippocrates.” For apoplexy, where there is increased arterial tension, 
he advocates prompt bleeding. In the treatment for scurvy, among 
other things, a steel and bark tonic is mentioned. With few exceptions 
the subject of pathology is presented in rather a condensed form. 

There is a very full and carefully prepared index, and the general 
make-up of the book is all that can be desired. FREEMAN. 


Text-Book of General Pathology and Pathological 
Anatomy. Richard Thoma. Translated by Alex¬ 
ander Brttce, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P.E., F.R.C.S.E., 
Vol. I., with 436 illustrations. Macmillan & Co., 66 
Fifth avenue. Price, $7.00, 

Volume one of this most difficult branch of medicine is based upon 
a very careful and complete consideration of all the modern literature 
upon this subject. Soecial mention should be made of its richness in 
original research and information. The illustrations are profuse and 
excellent. Without going iuto details we will limit ourselves to a short 
review of the contents of the book. 

The contents consist of a introduction and an division into three 



HOOK REVIEWS. 


35 6 

sections. Section one treats of general etiology; section two of the 
elementary forms of diseases, and section three, of the combined forms 
of diseases. 

Under Section one, trauma, intoxications and poisons, infection and 
parasites, heredity and malformations are carefully considered. The 
chapter on infection and parasites is well worthy of attention, on ac¬ 
count of its clear and concise description of our modern views of infec¬ 
tion, and secondly, its completeness in its description of the various 
parasites. 

Section two, which is devoted to disturbances of the circulation of 
the blood and also disturbances of tissue nutrition, shows an exhaustive 
study of this delicate subject. The most careful research seems to have 
been made, and the result is that much is given to us that is original. 
For a clear understanding of the fundamental principles which underlie 
inflamation, hemorrhage, thrombosis, embolism, necrosis, etc., hyaline 
degeneration, glycogen infiltration, and the formative metamorphoses 
in the various tissues, I cannot too strongly recommend a careful read¬ 
ing of this section. 

Section three is devoted to pathological conditions and inilamations 
of the different organs of the body. Here we also have the autonomous 
new formations and general diseases considered. 

We hope that Vol. II. will be a fitting companion for this work, 
which bids fair to become a standard work on pathology. It is a book 
which is thoroughly modern in its views. Especially is it to be recom¬ 
mended to those students who wish to combine their clinical with their 
pathological work. The association between these two is constantly 
referred todn the various chapters. A. 

An American Text-Book of Oisstetkics for Practi¬ 
tioners and Students. By James C. Cameron, 
M.D., Edward P. Davis, M.D., Robert L. Dickinson, 
M.D., Charles Warrington Earle, M.D., James H. 
Etheridge, M.D., Henry J. Garrigues, M.D., Barton 
Cooke Hirst, M.D., Charles Jewett, M.D., Howard 
A. Kelly, M.D., Richard C. Norris, M.D., Chauncey 
D. Palmer, M.D., Theophilus Parvin, M.D., George 
A. Piersol, M.D., Edward Reynolds, M.D., Henry 
Schwarz, M.D., Richard C. Norris, M.D., Editor; 
Robert L. Dickinson, M.D., Art Editor. With nearly 
900 colored and half tone illustrations. 8vo, pp. 
1,000. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders, 1895. 

A better illustrated and more beautiful text-book of obstetrics has 
never appeared from any press. The beauty of this work is its most 
striking element on careless perusal. No expense seems to have been 
spared to render it as nearly perfect in an testhetic sense as lithography, 
engraving and photography could make it. This is, however, subsersive 
to the excellent text that accompanies the illustrations. A glance at 
the list of authors will show the names of men recognized as prominent 
teachers and obstetricians in this country. In the general clearness of 
style, the excellent judgment and the correct teaching, which character¬ 
ize the greater part of the work, it is refreshing to the reviewer who is 
obliged to wade through too much trash from the American press. In 
this respect, too, the work will give American obstetric workers a 
deservedly high position abroad. 



